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TPBC BIBLE STUDY TOOLS (For Studying Minor Prophets)
6 Ways to Study the Minor Prophets
By Chris Hulshof
Chris is an associate professor and department chair for Liberty University’s School of Divinity. He earned an Ed.D
from Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary with a focus on the intersection of disabilities, theology, and
church ministry.

Source: https://research.lifeway.com/2019/09/10/6-ways-to-study-the-minor-prophets/
1.

Consider Personal Context
The Minor Prophets include the books:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Hosea
Joel
Amos
Obadiah

e.
f.
g.
h.

Jonah
Micah
Nahum
Habakkuk

i.
j.
k.
l.

Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi

A common misconception is that Christians aren’t familiar with these books. However, that’s
often far from the truth.
For example, the average believer has a familiarity with Micah 6:8: “Mankind, he has told each
of you what is good and what it is the Lord requires of you: to act justly, to love faithfulness,
and to walk humbly with your God.”
What most Christians may not know is how that verse fits within the context of the message of
Micah. One way to start a study of Micah is to begin with this verse and then work out from it.
How does acting justly, loving faithfulness, and walking humbly with God fit within Micah’s full
message to the Israelites?
The same is true about the Christmas and Easter passages from the Minor Prophets.
Consider Micah 5:2: “Bethlehem Ephrathah, you are small among the clans of Judah; one will
come from you to be ruler over Israel for me. His origin is from
antiquity, from ancient times.”
When it comes to studying
the Minor Prophets,
We understand this verse within its Christmas context, but how
start with what you know.
does it fit within the prophecy Micah delivered?
Or consider Zechariah 9:9: “Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout in triumph, Daughter
Jerusalem! Look, your King is coming to you; he is righteous and victorious, humble and riding
on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”
We understand this verse as it relates to Easter and Palm Sunday, but what about an
understanding of this verse as it relates to Zechariah’s context?
When it comes to studying the Minor Prophets, start with what you know.
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In reality, we know more from these 12 books than we often give ourselves credit for. What we
lack is an understanding of how the verses we know fit within the context of the original
message of that particular minor prophet.
2.

Consider the Historical Context
The messages delivered by the Minor Prophets weren’t delivered in a vacuum. They were
given to specific people at a specific time in the history of the nation of Israel.
One common mistake in our approach to studying the Minor Prophets is to miss how they fit
into the history recorded in 1-2 Kings and 1-2 Chronicles.
Content from these historical books provide the backdrop to the
prophetic proclamations of these 12 prophets. When we connect the
message of a minor prophet to its historical context, we’ll get a full
and proper perspective of that message.
For example, 2 Kings 14:23-29 tells us a little more about Jonah the
prophet. These verses help us understand that Jonah was a prophet
to the Northern Kingdom of Israel during the reign of the evil King
Jeroboam II.

This historical context
is foundational
to understanding the
life and times
of the prophet.

Before Jonah was a prophet to Nineveh, he was a prophet to Israel. This was a time of border
expansion for Israel. It was an expansion that Jonah had predicted (2 Kings 14:25).
But, the Assyrians and their capital city of Nineveh remained an opposing foe who continued to
torment Israel.
Placing Jonah in this historical context helps us get an understanding of Jonah’s role as a
prophet and why he wasn’t interested in expanding his ministry beyond the borders of Israel
and into Assyria.
It’s always wise to begin a study of a particular minor prophet by asking, “What can I learn from
the elements of his story that are included in 1-2 Kings and 1-2 Chronicles?” This historical
context is foundational to understanding the life and times of the prophet.
3.

Consider the Literary Context
Our modern Bible divides the 12 Minor Prophets into 12 individual books, and this is how we
often come to understand them. They’re the last dozen books of the Old Testament.
Further, they’ve been given the name “Minor Prophets” and with that name comes the
tendency to think their message was less important—and
their impact insignificant—especially when compared to
Placing the Minor Prophets
the Major Prophets.
in their proper literary context
Neither of these assumptions is true. Placing the Minor
means seeing them
Prophets in their proper literary context means seeing
not as individual books
them not as individual books but as one book altogether;
but as one book altogether;
the Book of the Twelve.
the Book of the Twelve.
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Reading and understanding them this way helps us see the common themes that run through
these books as God deals with the covenant unfaithfulness of the nation of Israel.
Their message is a demonstration of the pursuing grace of God and the seriousness of the
covenant violations of His followers.
Understanding the Minor Prophets in this unified context helps us see the way each of these
books detail Israel’s unfaithfulness and God’s impending punishment.
However, these books also point to a future period of hope and restoration.
Taken together, the sound these books produce is not that of a single instrument playing a
solemn tune in a minor key. Instead, they’re a 12-piece symphony boldly striking major key
melodies of God’s justice and God’s mercy.
4.

Consider the Covenantal Context
You can’t make sense of the Minor Prophets without understanding the Old Testament
covenants in general and the Mosaic Covenant specifically.
The message of each of these 12 prophets always came back to the various ways Israel had
failed to keep the covenant they’d agreed to keep.
Perhaps the best way to begin any study of the Minor Prophets
is to start by reading Deuteronomy 27-30. Here, the covenant
blessing for obedience and curses for disobedience are spelled
out plain terms.
It’s to this section of Moses’ farewell address to the Israelites
that the Minor Prophets base their message. These 12 men
aren’t predicting what may happen in the future if Israel remains
disobedient.

You can’t make sense of the
Minor Prophets without
understanding the Old
Testament covenants in
general and the Mosaic
Covenant specifically.

Instead, they’re reminding an unfaithful people what God promised will happen now that they
stand in violation of the covenant they affirmed during the final days of Moses’ leadership.
The Minor Prophets routinely preach a message that reminds the Israelites they’re
continually guilty of things like idolatry, injustice, and being spiritually lackadaisical. Because
of this, God has every right to follow through with the curses He identified in the covenant
ceremony recorded at the end of Deuteronomy.
5.

Consider the Kingdom Context
There are two messages of hope in the Minor Prophets that
can easily be overshadowed by the exacting of the covenant
curses. The first message of hope centers around a coming
kingdom of God.
The message of the 12 invariably leads back to the hope God
will one day restore the Davidic dynasty by providing a new
David to sit on David’s throne.
5

The message of the 12
invariably leads back to the
hope God will one day
restore the Davidic dynasty
by providing a new David to
sit on David’s throne.

While the immediate future is one of exile and captivity, the distant future includes this new
kingdom with a new David who reigns and rules over more than just Israel.
The authority of this new King extends to all nations. For the New Testament writers, these
promises meet their fulfillment in the person of Jesus Christ.
6.

Consider the Messianic Context
The second message of hope is found in the coming Messiah. Just as the Minor Prophets
frequently speak of a coming kingdom of God, so too, they speak of the coming Messiah.
God wouldn’t abandon His people or His promise to provide the curse
breaker. He could be counted on to send the one who’d crush the head
of the serpent.
To this end, reading the Minor Prophets means watching for the
messianic promises. When we do this, we see Malachi proclaiming that
God would send the one who’ll prepare the way and the one who is
the way.

…reading the Minor
Prophets means
watching for the
messianic promises.

We read Zechariah identifying the coming Messiah as “the Branch.” Time and time again, the
Minor Prophets return to the reality that the future hope is personal.
Hope for covenant breakers isn’t found in a recovery plan that gives 10 ways humanity can be
better at obedience. Instead, hope for covenant breakers is found in the person of the coming
Messiah.
There’s no reason to give the Minor Prophets the Leviticus treatment by not engaging them in
serious study. Indeed, failing to study them will only hinder our historical and messianic
understanding of the work of God.
When we keep in mind these six contextual handles, they give us the kind of direction necessary
for a valuable study of these 12 books.

STRUCTURE
Source: Paul Redditt, “Minor Prophets,” ed. John D. Barry et al., The Lexham Bible Dictionary (Bellingham, WA:
Lexham Press, 2016).

MINOR PROPHETS Christians often divide the prophetic books of the Old Testament into Major
Prophets and Minor Prophets. The Minor Prophets are known in Jewish tradition as the Book of
the Twelve because in ancient times they circulated on a single scroll. They are Hosea, Joel, Amos,
Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi.
Canonical Ordering
In Christian Bibles, the Minor Prophets appear in the same order as the Book of the Twelve in the
Masoretic Text (MT). The LXX, however, collects Joel, Obadiah, and Jonah and places them
between Micah and Nahum. (See Sweeney, “Sequence and Interpretation,” for an explanation of
that sequence and a defense of the temporal priority of the sequence in the LXX, a position not
accepted here.)
6

Subgroups in the Minor Prophets
Nine of the twelve books of the Minor Prophets can be further categorized into subsections:
• The Book of the Two—Nahum and Habakkuk
• The Book of the Three—Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi
• The Book of the Four—Hosea, Amos, Micah, and Zephaniah
The three remaining books are Joel, Obadiah, and Jonah.

Book of the Two
Christensen has argued that the books of Nahum and Habakkuk were linked redactionally to form
what one might call a “Book of the Two,” though Christensen does not use that phrase
(Christensen, “Book of Nahum,” 193–94; and Nahum, 4).
A Hymn of Theophany—a partial acrostic with a hidden message (Nah 1)
B Taunt song against Nineveh (in five cantos) (Nah 2–3)
C Habakkuk’s prayers and Yahweh’s initial response (Hab 1:1–2:3)
D The righteous will survive by their faith(fulness) (Hab 2:4)
C′ The wicked one will not endure—tables will be turned (Hab 2:5)
B′ Taunt of the nations—five woes on the “wicked one” (Hab 2:6–10)
A′ Hymn of Theophany—the Psalm of Habakkuk (Hab 3)
This linked work opens and closes with a theophany revealing God’s power against the divine
enemies. In Nahum 1, the foe was the Assyrians; in Habakkuk 3, the foe was Babylon. In both cases
God had proved or would prove to be the victor. Thus Nahum-Habakkuk as a single unit came into
being. Nogalski dates that work well into to the exilic or postexilic period (Nogalski, Redactional
Processes, 180–81).

Book of the Three
The books of Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi are often grouped as the “Book of the Three”
(Redditt, Introduction, 198). Haggai and Zechariah 1–8 share a common superscription. Zechariah 9
may have grown directly out Haggai’s failed hopes regarding Zerubbabel. Zechariah 10 dropped
the expectation of a Davidic ruler; Zechariah 11 explained the reasons; and Zechariah 12–14
amplified that explanation. Malachi was attached to Haggai-Zechariah by picking up key
connectors from Zech 9 and 12 to use as a superscription.
Book of the Four
Zephaniah opens with a superscription similar to those in Hosea, Amos, and Micah, leading to
suggestions that it was part of a collection of four prophets called a “Book of the Four” (see
Nogalski, Literary Precursors, 3–12). Three of the prophets lived in the eighth century—the
messages of Amos and Hosea, though directed toward Israel in the north, moved south and were
applied to Judah as well. Micah was a prophet of Judah during the time of Hezekiah, and by the
time of the trial of Jeremiah he could be quoted in Jerusalem, suggesting that a written account of
his preaching may have existed (Jer 26:18). At some point the sayings of Zephaniah may have been
brought to the other three, supplying them with a common perspective and undergoing a
redaction. Zephaniah 3:14–20 may suggest the redaction occurred during the exile. If this is the
case, the compilers of the collection likely strove to explain why Judah and Israel had fallen to
foreign powers.
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Development and Organization
Aside from these collections, the Book of the Twelve contains three additional books: Joel,
Obadiah, and Jonah. These last three books appear in different places in the MT and the LXX and
seem to have been added to bring the collection to an even dozen books. The “Book of the Two”
and the “Book of the Three” were left intact, but in the LXX, Joel, Obadiah, and Jonah were lumped
together within the Book of the Four, following Hosea, Amos, and Micah and preceding Zephaniah.
The MT, however, interspersed them more thoroughly. There Jonah took its place more or less on
historical grounds; he was an eighth-century prophet, placed between Hosea and Amos, the two
northern prophets.
Nogalski (Literary Precursors, 20–57) argues that the connections between books in the Twelve
were partly made on the basis of catchwords at the end and beginning of the books. For example,
Joel begins with the question, “Has this happened in your days? Or in the days of your ancestors?”
(Joel 1:2). This prompts readers to ask, “What has happened?” Nogalski argues that the most
obvious antecedent is the prediction at the end of Hosea concerning the rebirth of Israel. Thus Joel
opens with the question: “Has such a rebirth occurred in our day?” The answer is no. Amos is
attached to the conclusion of Joel by Amos 1:2, which quotes Joel 3:16 verbatim—a verse that
appears eight verses earlier in a consecutive reading of the MT. That motto seems original to Joel,
fitting well with the context. In Amos it follows the superscription (Amos 1:1) and fits with the
hopes for the booth of David found in Amos 9:11–15, the upbeat conclusion to that book of
thunderous denunciation of the north. Thus Amos 1:2; 9:11–15 are redactional materials that open
and close the book, and Amos 1:2 is derived from Joel 3:16. Obadiah 17 then quotes Joel 2:32 (3:5
MT) to sandwich Amos between Joel and Obadiah. Those connections are lost in the LXX
arrangement, and the original connection of Hosea, Amos, and Micah to Zephaniah is lost in both
arrangements.
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HOSEA STUDY
Source: “How to Read the Bible Book by Book” (pp. 214-216). Zondervan Academic, Gordon Fee &
Douglas Stuart.
Content: Yahweh’s compassion for the northern kingdom (Israel), yet his condemnation of them for
their unfaithfulness to him
Prophet: Hosea, a northern prophet, probably from Samaria
Date of prophetic activity: ca. 758–722 B.C.
Emphasis: Yahweh’s unfailing love for his people, even when he must punish them for unfaithfulness

OVERVIEW OF HOSEA
The structure of this first—and longest—of the Book of the Twelve is less easy to discern than that
of most of the prophetic books, due in part to the general lack of introductory or concluding
formulas (e.g., “thus says the LORD [Yahweh]”).
Two major divisions are clear (chs. 1–3 and 4–14). Part 1 seems intentionally introductory, and its
own alternating pattern of judgment (1:2–9; 2:2–13; 3:4) followed by future restoration (1:10–2:1;
2:14–23; 3:5) may serve as a pattern for part 2 as well.
The judgments are predicated on Israel’s “adultery” (= idolatry, 2:8, 13, 17), and the restoration on
Yahweh’s unfailing love for his people (2:1, 14, 23; 3:1). Indeed, the tension in the book, as in Micah
later, is between Yahweh’s love for his people and his justice in carrying out the curses for
covenantal unfaithfulness. So images from Hosea’s marriage both mirror Yahweh’s long relationship
with Israel (marriage, unfaithfulness, “divorce,” restoration) and serve as a pattern for the book in
its present form. A first cycle of oracles (4:1–10:15) tells the sordid story of Israel’s unfaithfulness,
both religiously and politically, along with Yahweh’s (necessary) coming judgments; while 11:1–11
promises future restoration based on Yahweh’s love and compassion. The story of unfaithfulness
and judgment is repeated with even greater intensity in a second cycle (11:12–13:16), while 14:1–8
concludes the book with Yahweh’s final love song for his people.

SPECIFIC ADVICE FOR READING HOSEA
Along with the close relationship between Hosea’s own symbolic marriage actions and Yahweh’s
relationship with Israel/Ephraim, three other matters are crucial for a discerning reading of Hosea.
First, the historical context (see 2 Kgs 14:23–18:16) is influenced in large part by the downs and ups
of Assyria. According to 1:1, Hosea began his prophetic calling toward the end of the relatively
tranquil and prosperous days of Jeroboam II (see “Specific Advice for Reading Amos,” pp. 223–24),
but the list of Judean kings, as well as Hosea’s own oracles, suggest that most of them were delivered
during the years of rapid decline following the death of Jeroboam II (753). Six kings ruled in Samaria
in rapid succession—through intrigue, caprice, and assassination (see 8:4)—until the northern
kingdom was overthrown by Assyria in 722/1.
Part of the intrigue was related to a king’s willingness or unwillingness to pay tribute to Assyria,
which in turn was related to looking elsewhere (7:8–11) for alliances to protect them against Assyria.
In the end, Yahweh will use Assyria as his rod of punishment (10:6–7).
Second and more important still, is the religious/theological context. Although Hosea regularly
throws side-glances to Judah (see below), his passion and pathos are for Israel. Picking up where the
9

reforming prophets Elijah and Elisha had left off a century earlier, he is both astounded and incensed
at Israel’s propensity to abandon Yahweh in favor of Baal—or to mix the two in syncretistic fashion
(2:11, 13; see “Specific Advice for Reading Deuteronomy,” pp. 57–58). Just as marriage is
simultaneously both absolutely exclusive and deeply personal, so is Yahweh’s covenant with Israel.
Thus Hosea repeatedly reminds his hearers/readers of their beginnings (2:15; 9:10; 11:1–4; 13:4),
while he also recalls Israel’s history of unfaithfulness (9:10, 15; 10:9). The people’s present
unfaithfulness, reflected primarily in their idolatry, also finds expression in breaking most of the Ten
Commandments, as the preamble in 4:1–3 spells out so forcibly.
At stake in all of this is Yahweh’s own character. In turning to Canaanite fertility gods (the Baals and
Asherahs), Israel has attributed fruitfulness of both crops and people to them (2:5, 12) and thus has
abandoned Yahweh, the Creator of all, who alone provides the crops and opens the womb (2:8, 18,
21–22; 9:11, 14). At the same time the Israelites have become like the gods they worship—full of
lies, deceit, and caprice. Thus the bottom line for Hosea—and the reason for the coming judgment—
is that although it should be otherwise, the people simply do not know Yahweh (4:1, 6, 14; 8:2–3);
they have come to think of Yahweh, not in terms of their own story of redemption, but in terms of
Canaanite religion—and the result is deadly.
Third, if at times you find Hosea a difficult read, that, at least in part, may be because he so clearly
wears his heart on his sleeve. Here is passion and pathos let loose on Israel in oracle after oracle,
irony upon irony—and such passion is not always easy to track in terms of where things are going
(indeed, hardly any two commentaries agree on the details). At the same time, the oracles
themselves do not always fit the ordinary formal patterns, since announcements of judgment and
the reasons for it are not neatly packaged, and in many instances they simply blend in the same
sentences. Furthermore, his Hebrew text has suffered much in transmission, so there are moments
that are very difficult to figure out (observe the many footnotes in the NIV).
But at the same time this very passion is what makes Hosea such a great read. Striking metaphors
are his specialty. Watch how Yahweh is lion, leopard, bear, eagle (vulture), trapper (5:14; 11:10;
13:7–8; 8:1; 7:12), as well as husband, lover, parent, green pine tree (2:14–23; 14:3–7; 11:8–9; 14:8).
And Israel in her sins is even more vividly described: adulterous wife, stubborn heifer, snare and
net, heated oven, half-baked bread, senseless dove, faulty bow, headless stalk, a baby refusing
birth (2:2; 4:16; 5:1; 7:4, 8, 11, 16; 8:7; 13:13); she will disappear like mist, dew, chaff, and smoke
(13:3); she will float away like a twig on water (10:7); she has sown the wind and will reap the
whirlwind (8:7). It is hard not to get the picture. So enjoy, even as you weep with Yahweh and his
prophet.
A final word about the book itself, as a book to be read. Although the prophecies are primarily
directed toward the northern kingdom (Israel), it is very likely that the book itself was preserved in
Judah. Evidence for this is in the heading, which takes the ministry of Hosea down to the reign of
Hezekiah in Judah (715, six years after the fall of Samaria). This suggests that, even though Hosea
seems to pay only passing attention to Judah in his oracles (see 1:7, 11; 4:15; 5:5, 10, 12–14; 6:4, 11;
8:14; 10:11; 11:12; 12:2), he will not expect his later Judean readers to do the same regarding
Judah—nor should we who now read it from the hindsight of the fall of both kingdoms!

A WALK THROUGH HOSEA
1:1 Heading Note that Hosea’s book is “the word of the LORD” that came to Hosea over the time
span of several Judean kings.
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1:2–2:1 Hosea, Gomer, and Children Here Hosea acts symbolically in marrying an “adulterous wife”
(lit., “woman of prostitution,” perhaps a metaphor for Gomer’s disloyalty to Yahweh). His children
are given names that speak of God’s judgments against his own “faithless wife” (Israel), names they
bear to symbolize the stigma of God’s judgment and eventual rejection of Israel. But note also that
the word of hope (1:10–2:1) reverses the meaning of their names! Note further the different
destinies of Israel and Judah in 1:6–7, but their being reunited in God’s promised future (v. 11).
2:2–23 Israel Punished and Restored In a poetic oracle, the children of the adulteress are now called
on to rebuke their mother (Israel), urging her to give up her idolatry or else Yahweh will show no
love for her children (vv. 2–6). Israel feigns return to Yahweh (vv. 7–8), but will pay for her
wantonness (vv. 9-13); observe how thoroughgoing her idolatry is. In the word of restoration (vv.
14–23), watch for the various reversals, including promised restoration to the land.
3:1–5 Judgment and Restoration Note how this narrative, symbolizing the coming exile,
corresponds to 2:14–23—just as 2:2–13 corresponds to 1:2–8; thus the two narratives (chs. 1 and 3)
bookend the oracle in chapter 2. As you read the rest of the book, be looking for the ways the themes
of these chapters are picked up.
4:1–5:7 Yahweh’s Charge against Israel for Unfaithfulness Much of this material takes the form of
a lawsuit against Israel. It begins with an opening charge (4:1–3), where all the major themes of the
book are laid out: no faithfulness to the covenant, no knowledge of Yahweh (NIV
“acknowledgment”), the land mourns. Then picking up themes from chapters 1–3, charges are
leveled against priest, prophet, and people (especially lack of knowledge [4:6–7, 14] that takes the
form of idolatry [vv. 10–14, 15, 17–19]). Since they have now gone too far (5:1–4), they will be judged
(vv. 5–7). Note that Judah is always in view as well (4:15; 5:5).
5:8–7:16 Israel’s Unfaithfulness through Entangling Alliances Yahweh now calls for the watchman
(possibly Hosea himself, see 8:1) to sound the trumpet of warning (5:8). Judgment is sure (vv. 9–12,
14–15), and dallying with Assyria is no cure (v. 13), nor is false repentance (6:1–3), since it is like
“morning mist” (vv. 4–10); even when Yahweh would restore them (v. 11), their sins continue to be
exposed (7:1–7), especially as they continue to trust in other nations for help rather than Yahweh
(vv. 8–16). And again watch for the references to Judah (5:10, 12, 13, 14; 6:4, 11).
8:1–9:9 Once More: Judgment Because of Unfaithfulness Another call for the trumpet (8:1)
announces again Yahweh’s certain judgments, this time in the form of overthrow by the very nations
she sold herself to (8:3b, 8–10, 14). Note again the charge of breaking covenant (8:1–3), but added
now is the internal decay in the monarchy (8:4), while idolatry continues to be the main issue (8:4–
7). The cycle then concludes with yet another announcement of coming judgment and the reasons
for it (9:1–9).
9:10–10:15 Israel Condemned for Not Living Up to Her Calling In 9:9 Yahweh reminded them of
Gibeah (Judg 19–20); now he picks up a series of such reminders of past covenant disloyalty, which
serve as examples for present judgments (Hos 9:10–14, Baal Peor [Num 25:1–9]; Hos 9:15–17, Gilgal
[1 Sam 13; 15]; Hos 10:9–10, Gibeah again). Note the role of various kings in the oracles in Hosea 10
(vv. 3, 6–7, 15): Because Israel has rejected Yahweh as King, Israel’s own king will be destroyed and
her idols taken to the king of Assyria. And note also the invitation in 10:12, which anticipates the
word of anguish and compassion that comes next.
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11:1–11 God’s Undying Love for Israel In many ways this is the heart of Hosea’s message. Yahweh’s
love for his “son,” Israel (vv. 1, 3–4; see Exod 4:22); Israel’s unfaithfulness (Hos 11:2, 7); Yahweh’s
judgment (vv. 5–6); and his promise of restoration (vv. 8–11)—all because he alone is the Holy One,
totally other than his human creatures (v. 9). This paves the way for the coming of Jesus Christ.
11:12–13:16 One More Time: Israel’s Sins and Coming judgment Note how the first of these oracles
(11:12–12:14) picks up many of the themes from before—both Israel’s (and Judah’s) sins (lies, deceit,
idolatry [bulls in Gilgal, v. 11]) and God’s judgments (12:2, 14) and appeal (v. 6); here alone (vv. 7–
8) Hosea explicitly reflects the social injustice found in Amos, Isaiah, and Micah. Observe also,
however, that most of the oracle picks up (from 11:1–4) the reminders of their history, especially
the roles of Jacob (the good and the bad!) and Moses (12:13). The second oracle (13:1–16) again
repeats the motif of the people’s unfaithfulness to Yahweh, especially their ingratitude in turning to
idolatry (vv. 1–2, 6, 9–12, 16) after Yahweh has done so much for them (vv. 4–6); therefore, they
will come under judgment (vv. 3, 7–8, 15–16). Even so, the word of hope persists (v. 14).
14:1–9 Invitation and Restoration Note how the book concludes with one more invitation to repent
(vv. 1–3) and the promise of restoration and a glorious future (vv. 4–8); could Hosea have done it
otherwise? So the book signs off with a word in Wisdom style, calling for discernment (v. 9)—a word
that has similarities to Psalm 1.
The book of Hosea, which burns with the fire of God’s love for his people, reminds us that the God
of the biblical story judges unfaithfulness, even as he lays out hope beyond judgment.
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TIMELINE
https://www.generationword.com/notes/hosea/Timeline_765-722_BC.jpg

OUTLINE
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Bible Project: How to read the prophets
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14

Hosea 1:1-2:1
1:1

Hosea’s Family

Observation

The word of the LORD that came to Hosea, the son of Beeri,
in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of
Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of
Israel.

2

When the LORD first spoke through Hosea,
the LORD said to Hosea,
"Go, take to yourself a wife of whoredom
and have children of whoredom,
for the land commits great whoredom
by forsaking the LORD."
3
So he went and took Gomer, the daughter of Diblaim,
and she conceived and bore him a son.
4

And the LORD said to him,
"Call his name Jezreel,
for in just a little while I will punish the house of Jehu
for the blood of Jezreel, and
I will put an end to the kingdom of the house of Israel.
5
And on that day I will break the bow of Israel in
the Valley of Jezreel."

6

She conceived again and bore a daughter.
And the LORD said to him,
"Call her name No Mercy,
for I will no more have mercy on the house of Israel,
to forgive them at all.
7
But I will have mercy on the house of Judah,
and I will save them by the LORD their God.
I will not save them by bow or by sword or by war
or by horses or by horsemen."
8
9

When she had weaned No Mercy, she conceived and bore a son.
And the LORD said,
"Call his name Not My People,
for you are not my people, and I am not your God."

10

Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be like the sand of the
sea, which cannot be measured or numbered.
And in the place where it was said to them,
"You are not my people," it shall be said to them,
"Children of the living God."
11

And the children of Judah and the children of Israel shall be gathered
together, and they shall appoint for themselves one head.
And they shall go up from the land, for great shall be the day of Jezreel.
2:1
Say to your brothers, "You are my people,"
and to your sisters, "You have received mercy."
15
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Hosea 2:2-23

A Decision to punish & restore

2

"Plead with your mother, plead
-- for she is not my wife, and I am not her husband
-- that she put away her whoring from her face,
and her adultery from between her breasts;
3
lest I strip her naked
and make her as in the day she was born,
and make her like a wilderness,
and make her like a parched land,
and kill her with thirst.

4

Upon her children also I will have no mercy,
because they are children of whoredom.
5
For their mother has played the whore;
she who conceived them has acted shamefully.
For she said, 'I will go after my lovers,
who give me my bread and my water,
my wool and my flax, my oil and my drink.'

6

Therefore I will hedge up her way with thorns,
and I will build a wall against her,
so that she cannot find her paths.
7
She shall pursue her lovers
but not overtake them,
and she shall seek them
but shall not find them.
Then she shall say,
'I will go and return to my first husband,
for it was better for me then than now.'
8
And she did not know that it was I who gave her the grain, the wine,
and the oil, and who lavished on her silver and gold, which they used for
Baal.
9

Therefore
I will take back my grain in its time,
and my wine in its season,
and I will take away my wool and my flax,
which were to cover her nakedness.
10
Now I will uncover her lewdness in the sight of her lovers,
and no one shall rescue her out of my hand.
11
And I will put an end
to all her mirth, her feasts, her new moons,
her Sabbaths, and all her appointed feasts.
12
And I will lay waste her vines and her fig trees, of which she said,
'These are my wages, which my lovers have given me.'
I will make them a forest,
and the beasts of the field shall devour them.
13
And I will punish her for the feast days of the Baals
17
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when she burned offerings to them and adorned herself with her
ring and jewelry, and went after her lovers and forgot me,
declares the LORD.
14

" Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness,
and speak tenderly to her.
15

And there I will give her her vineyards and make the Valley of Achor a
door of hope. And there she shall answer as in the days of her youth, as
at the time when she came out of the land of Egypt.
16

"And in that day, declares the LORD,
you will call me 'My Husband,'
and no longer will you call me 'My Baal.'
17
For I will remove the names of the Baals from her mouth,
and they shall be remembered by name no more.
18

And I will make for them a covenant on that day
with the beasts of the field,
the birds of the heavens,
and the creeping things of the ground.
And I will abolish the bow, the sword, and war from the land,
and I will make you lie down in safety.
19

And I will betroth you to me forever.
I will betroth you to me
in righteousness
and in justice,
in steadfast love
and in mercy.
20
I will betroth you to me in faithfulness.
And you shall know the LORD.
21

"And in that day I will answer, declares the LORD,
I will answer the heavens, and they shall answer the earth,
22
and the earth shall answer the grain, the wine, and the oil, and
they shall answer Jezreel,
23
and I will sow her for myself in the land.
And I will have mercy on No Mercy,
and I will say to Not My People, 'You are my people';
and he shall say, 'You are my God.'"
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Hosea 3

The cost of true love

Observation

3:1

And the LORD said to me,
"Go again, love a woman
who is loved by another man and is an adulteress,
even as the LORD loves the children of Israel,
though they turn to other gods and love cakes of raisins."
2

So I bought her
for fifteen shekels of silver
and a homer
and a lethech of barley.

3

And I said to her,
"You must dwell as mine for many days.
You shall not play the whore, or belong to another man;
so will I also be to you."

4

For the children of Israel shall dwell many days
without king or prince,
without sacrifice or pillar,
without ephod or household gods.

5

Afterward the children of Israel shall return and seek the LORD their
God, and David their king,
and they shall come in fear to the LORD
and to his goodness in the latter days.
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Hosea 4

God is Holy

Observation

4:1

Hear the word of the LORD, O children of Israel,
for the LORD has a controversy
with the inhabitants of the land.
There is
no faithfulness
or steadfast love,
and no knowledge of God in the land;
2
there is swearing, lying, murder, stealing, and committing
adultery;
they break all bounds,
and bloodshed follows bloodshed.
3
Therefore
the land mourns,
and all who dwell in it languish,
and also the beasts of the field and the birds of the heavens, and
even the fish of the sea are taken away.
4
Yet let no one contend, and let none accuse,
for with you is my contention, O priest.
5
You shall stumble by day;
the prophet also shall stumble with you by night;
and I will destroy your mother.
6

My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge;
because you have rejected knowledge,
I reject you from being a priest to me.
And since you have forgotten the law of your God,
I also will forget your children.
7
The more they increased,
the more they sinned against me;
I will change their glory into shame.
8
They feed on the sin of my people;
they are greedy for their iniquity.
9
And it shall be like people, like priest;
I will punish them for their ways and repay them for their deeds.
10
They shall eat, but not be satisfied;
they shall play the whore, but not multiply,
because they have forsaken the LORD
to cherish 11 whoredom, wine, and new wine,
which take away the understanding.
12

My people inquire of a piece of wood,
and their walking staff gives them oracles.
For a spirit of whoredom has led them astray,
and they have left their God to play the whore.
13
They sacrifice on the tops of the mountains and burn offerings on the
hills, under oak, poplar, and terebinth,
because their shade is good.
21

Therefore your daughters play the whore,
and your brides commit adultery.
14
I will not punish your daughters when they play the whore, nor
your brides when they commit adultery;
for the men themselves go aside with prostitutes
and sacrifice with cult prostitutes,
and a people without understanding shall come to ruin.
15

Though you play the whore, O Israel, let not Judah become guilty.
Enter not into Gilgal, nor go up to Beth-aven, and swear not,
"As the LORD lives."
16
Like a stubborn heifer, Israel is stubborn;
can the LORD now feed them like a lamb in a broad pasture?
17
Ephraim is joined to idols;
leave him alone.
18
When their drink is gone, they give themselves to whoring;
their rulers dearly love shame.
19
A wind has wrapped them in its wings, and they shall be ashamed
because of their sacrifices.
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Hosea 5

Israel is morally corrupt

5:1

Hear this, O priests!
Pay attention, O house of Israel!
Give ear, O house of the king!
For the judgment is for you;
for you have been a snare at Mizpah
and a net spread upon Tabor.
2
And the revolters have gone deep into slaughter,
but I will discipline all of them.
3
I know Ephraim, and Israel is not hidden from me;
for now, O Ephraim, you have played the whore;
Israel is defiled.
4
Their deeds do not permit them to return to their God.
For the spirit of whoredom is within them,
and they know not the LORD.
5
The pride of Israel testifies to his face;
Israel and Ephraim shall stumble in his guilt;
Judah also shall stumble with them.
6
With their flocks and herds they shall go to seek the LORD,
but they will not find him;
he has withdrawn from them.
7
They have dealt faithlessly with the LORD;
for they have borne alien children.
Now the new moon shall devour them with their fields.
8

Blow the horn in Gibeah, the trumpet in Ramah. Sound the alarm at
Beth-aven; we follow you, O Benjamin!
9
Ephraim shall become a desolation in the day of punishment;
among the tribes of Israel I make known what is sure.
10
The princes of Judah have become like those who move the landmark;
upon them I will pour out my wrath like water.
11
Ephraim is oppressed, crushed in judgment,
because he was determined to go after filth.
12

But I am like a moth to Ephraim,
and like dry rot to the house of Judah.
13
When Ephraim saw his sickness, and Judah his wound,
then Ephraim went to Assyria, and sent to the great king.
But he is not able to cure you or heal your wound.
14
For I will be like a lion to Ephraim,
and like a young lion to the house of Judah.
I, even I, will tear and go away;
I will carry off, and no one shall rescue.
15
I will return again to my place,
until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face,
and in their distress earnestly seek me.
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Hosea 6:1-7:7 Israel unrepentant I
6:1

"Come, let us return to the LORD;
for he has torn us, that he may heal us;
he has struck us down, and he will bind us up.
2
After two days he will revive us;
on the third day he will raise us up,
that we may live before him.
3
Let us know; let us press on to know the LORD;
his going out is sure as the dawn;
he will come to us as the showers,
as the spring rains that water the earth."

4

What shall I do with you, O Ephraim?
What shall I do with you, O Judah?
Your love is like a morning cloud, like the dew that goes early away.
5
Therefore
I have hewn them by the prophets;
I have slain them by the words of my mouth,
and my judgment goes forth as the light.
6
For I desire
steadfast love and not sacrifice,
the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.
7
But like Adam they transgressed the covenant;
there they dealt faithlessly with me.
8
Gilead is a city of evildoers, tracked with blood.
9
As robbers lie in wait for a man,
so the priests band together;
they murder on the way to Shechem;
they commit villainy.
10
In the house of Israel I have seen a horrible thing;
Ephraim's whoredom is there;
Israel is defiled.
11
For you also, O Judah, a harvest is appointed.
When I restore the fortunes of my people,
7:1
when I would heal Israel,
the iniquity of Ephraim is revealed,
and the evil deeds of Samaria,
for they deal falsely;
the thief breaks in, and the bandits raid outside.
2
But they do not consider that I remember all their evil.
Now their deeds surround them; they are before my face.
3

By their evil they make the king glad,
and the princes by their treachery.
4
They are all adulterers;
they are like a heated oven whose baker ceases to stir the fire,
from the kneading of the dough until it is leavened.
5
On the day of our king,
25
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the princes became sick with the heat of wine;
he stretched out his hand with mockers.
6
For with hearts like an oven they approach their intrigue;
all night their anger smolders;
in the morning it blazes like a flaming fire.
7
All of them are hot as an oven,
and they devour their rulers.
All their kings have fallen,
and none of them calls upon me.
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Hosea 7:8-16

Israel unrepentant II

8

Ephraim mixes himself with the peoples;
Ephraim is a cake not turned.
9
Strangers devour his strength,
and he knows it not;
gray hairs are sprinkled upon him,
and he knows it not.
10
The pride of Israel testifies to his face;
yet they do not return to the LORD their God,
nor seek him, for all this.
11

Ephraim is like a dove,
silly and without sense,
calling to Egypt, going to Assyria.
12
As they go,
I will spread over them my net;
I will bring them down like birds of the heavens;
I will discipline them according to the report made to their
congregation.
13

Woe to them,
for they have strayed from me!
Destruction to them,
for they have rebelled against me!
I would redeem them,
but they speak lies against me.
14
They do not cry to me from the heart,
but they wail upon their beds;
for grain and wine they gash themselves;
they rebel against me.
15
Although I trained and strengthened their arms,
yet they devise evil against me.
16
They return, but not upward;
they are like a treacherous bow;
their princes shall fall by the sword
because of the insolence of their tongue.
This shall be their derision in the land of Egypt.
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Hosea 8

Israel Has forgotten her Maker

8:1

Set the trumpet to your lips!
One like a vulture is over the house of the LORD,
because they have transgressed my covenant and rebelled
against my law.
2
To me they cry,
"My God, we-- Israel-- know you."
3
Israel has spurned the good; the enemy shall pursue him.
4
They made kings,
but not through me.
They set up princes,
but I knew it not.
With their silver and gold
they made idols for their own destruction.
5
I have spurned your calf, O Samaria.
My anger burns against them.
How long will they be incapable of innocence?
6
For it is from Israel; a craftsman made it; it is not God.
The calf of Samaria shall be broken to pieces.
7
For they sow the wind, and they shall reap the whirlwind.
The standing grain has no heads; it shall yield no flour;
if it were to yield, strangers would devour it.
8
Israel is swallowed up;
already they are among the nations as a useless vessel.
9
For they have gone up to Assyria,
a wild donkey wandering alone;
Ephraim has hired lovers.
10
Though they hire allies among the nations,
I will soon gather them up.
And the king and princes shall soon writhe because of the tribute.
11
Because Ephraim has multiplied altars for sinning,
they have become to him altars for sinning.
12
Were I to write for him my laws by the ten thousands,
they would be regarded as a strange thing.
13
As for my sacrificial offerings,
they sacrifice meat and eat it,
but the LORD does not accept them.
Now he will remember their iniquity and punish their sins;
they shall return to Egypt.
14
For Israel has forgotten his Maker and built palaces,
and Judah has multiplied fortified cities;
so I will send a fire upon his cities,
and it shall devour her strongholds.
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Hosea 9

Israel Worships Idols

9:1

Rejoice not, O Israel!
Exult not like the peoples;
for you have played the whore, forsaking your God.
You have loved a prostitute's wages on all threshing floors.
2
Threshing floor and wine vat shall not feed them,
and the new wine shall fail them.
3
They shall not remain in the land of the LORD,
but Ephraim shall return to Egypt,
and they shall eat unclean food in Assyria.
4
They shall not pour drink offerings of wine to the LORD,
and their sacrifices shall not please him.
It shall be like mourners' bread to them;
all who eat of it shall be defiled;
for their bread shall be for their hunger only;
it shall not come to the house of the LORD.
5
What will you do on the day of the appointed festival,
and on the day of the feast of the LORD?
6
For behold, they are going away from destruction;
but Egypt shall gather them;
Memphis shall bury them.
Nettles shall possess their precious things of silver;
thorns shall be in their tents.
7
The days of punishment have come;
the days of recompense have come;
Israel shall know it.
The prophet is a fool; the man of the spirit is mad,
because of your great iniquity and great hatred.
8
The prophet is the watchman of Ephraim with my God;
yet a fowler's snare is on all his ways,
and hatred in the house of his God.
9
They have deeply corrupted themselves as in the days of Gibeah:
he will remember their iniquity;
he will punish their sins.
10
Like grapes in the wilderness, I found Israel.
Like the first fruit on the fig tree in its first season,
I saw your fathers.
But they came to Baal-peor and consecrated themselves
to the thing of shame, and became detestable like the
thing they loved.
11
Ephraim's glory shall fly away like a bird-- no birth, no pregnancy, no
conception!
12
Even if they bring up children, I will bereave them till none is
left.
Woe to them when I depart from them!
13
Ephraim, as I have seen,
was like a young palm planted in a meadow;
but Ephraim must lead his children out to slaughter.
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14

Give them, O LORD-- what will you give?
Give them a miscarrying womb and dry breasts.
15
Every evil of theirs is in Gilgal;
there I began to hate them.
Because of the wickedness of their deeds I will drive them out of my
house.
I will love them no more;
all their princes are rebels.
16
Ephraim is stricken;
their root is dried up;
they shall bear no fruit.
Even though they give birth,
I will put their beloved children to death.
17
My God will reject them
because they have not listened to him;
they shall be wanderers among the nations.

Study

Application

32

Hosea 10

Israel has degenerated

10:1

Israel is a luxuriant vine that yields its fruit.
The more his fruit increased,
the more altars he built;
as his country improved,
he improved his pillars.
2
Their heart is false;
now they must bear their guilt.
The LORD will break down their altars and destroy their pillars.
3

For now they will say:
"We have no king, for we do not fear the LORD; and a king-- what
could he do for us?"
4
They utter mere words; with empty oaths they make covenants;
so judgment springs up like poisonous weeds in the furrows of
the field.
5
The inhabitants of Samaria tremble for the calf of Beth-aven.
Its people mourn for it,
and so do its idolatrous priests
-- those who rejoiced over it and over its glory
-- for it has departed from them.
6
The thing itself shall be carried to Assyria as tribute to the great king.
Ephraim shall be put to shame, and Israel shall be ashamed of his idol.
7
Samaria's king shall perish like a twig on the face of the waters.
8
The high places of Aven, the sin of Israel, shall be destroyed.
Thorn and thistle shall grow up on their altars,
and they shall say to the mountains, "Cover us,"
and to the hills, "Fall on us."
9
From the days of Gibeah, you have sinned, O Israel;
there they have continued.
Shall not the war against the unjust overtake them in Gibeah?
10

When I please, I will discipline them,
and nations shall be gathered against them when they are bound
up for their double iniquity.
11
Ephraim was a trained calf that loved to thresh,
and I spared her fair neck;
but I will put Ephraim to the yoke;
Judah must plow;
Jacob must harrow for himself.
12

Sow for yourselves righteousness;
reap steadfast love;
break up your fallow ground,
for it is the time to seek the LORD,
that he may come and rain righteousness upon you.
13
You have plowed iniquity;
you have reaped injustice;
33
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you have eaten the fruit of lies.
Because you have trusted in your own way and in the multitude
of your warriors,
14
therefore the tumult of war shall arise among your people,
and all your fortresses shall be destroyed,
as Shalman destroyed Beth-arbel on the day of battle;
mothers were dashed in pieces with their children.
15
Thus it shall be done to you, O Bethel,
because of your great evil.
At dawn the king of Israel shall be utterly cut off.
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Hosea 11:1-12:1 Oh How I love Israel
11:1

When Israel was a child,
I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son.
2
The more they were called,
the more they went away;
they kept sacrificing to the Baals and burning offerings to idols.
3
Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk;
I took them up by their arms,
but they did not know that I healed them.
4
I led them with cords of kindness,
with the bands of love,
and I became to them as one who eases the yoke on their jaws,
and I bent down to them and fed them.
5

They shall not return to the land of Egypt,
but Assyria shall be their king,
because they have refused to return to me.
6
The sword shall rage against their cities, consume the bars of their
gates, and devour them because of their own counsels.
7
My people are bent on turning away from me,
and though they call out to the Most High,
he shall not raise them up at all.
8
How can I give you up, O Ephraim?
How can I hand you over, O Israel?
How can I make you like Admah?
How can I treat you like Zeboiim?
My heart recoils within me;
my compassion grows warm and tender.
9
I will not execute my burning anger;
I will not again destroy Ephraim;
for I am God and not a man,
the Holy One in your midst,
and I will not come in wrath.
10
They shall go after the LORD;
he will roar like a lion;
when he roars,
his children shall come trembling from the west;
11
they shall come trembling like birds from Egypt,
and like doves from the land of Assyria,
and I will return them to their homes, declares the LORD.
12
Ephraim has surrounded me with lies,
and the house of Israel with deceit,
but Judah still walks with God and is faithful to the Holy One.
12:1
Ephraim feeds on the wind and pursues the east wind all day long;
they multiply falsehood and violence;
they make a covenant with Assyria,
and oil is carried to Egypt.
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Hosea 12:2-14 An impressive Heritage
2

The LORD has an indictment against Judah and will punish Jacob
according to his ways;
he will repay him according to his deeds.
3
In the womb he took his brother by the heel,
and in his manhood he strove with God.
4
He strove with the angel and prevailed;
he wept and sought his favor.
He met God at Bethel, and there God spoke with us
-- 5 the LORD, the God of hosts, the LORD is his memorial name: 6
"So you, by the help of your God, return, hold fast to love and
justice, and wait continually for your God."
7
A merchant, in whose hands are false balances,
he loves to oppress.
8
Ephraim has said,
"Ah, but I am rich; I have found wealth for myself; in all my labors
they cannot find in me iniquity or sin."
9
I am the LORD your God from the land of Egypt;
I will again make you dwell in tents,
as in the days of the appointed feast.
10
I spoke to the prophets;
it was I who multiplied visions,
and through the prophets gave parables.
11
If there is iniquity in Gilead,
they shall surely come to nothing:
in Gilgal they sacrifice bulls;
their altars also are like stone heaps on the furrows of the field.
12
Jacob fled to the land of Aram;
there Israel served for a wife,
and for a wife he guarded sheep.
13
By a prophet the LORD brought Israel up from Egypt,
and by a prophet he was guarded.
14
Ephraim has given bitter provocation;
so his LORD will leave his bloodguilt on him and will repay him for his
disgraceful deeds.
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Hosea 13

Consequences of Deceitfulness

13:1

When Ephraim spoke, there was trembling;
he was exalted in Israel,
but he incurred guilt through Baal and died.
2
And now they sin more and more,
and make for themselves metal images,
idols skillfully made of their silver,
all of them the work of craftsmen.
It is said of them,
"Those who offer human sacrifice kiss calves!"
3
Therefore they shall be
like the morning mist
or like the dew that goes early away,
like the chaff that swirls from the threshing floor
or like smoke from a window.
4
But I am the LORD your God from the land of Egypt;
you know no God but me,
and besides me there is no savior.
5
It was I who knew you in the wilderness, in the land of drought;
6
but when they had grazed,
they became full,
they were filled, and their heart was lifted up;
therefore they forgot me.
7
So I am to them like a lion;
like a leopard I will lurk beside the way.
8
I will fall upon them like a bear robbed of her cubs;
I will tear open their breast, and there I will devour them like a lion,
as a wild beast would rip them open.
9
He destroys you, O Israel, for you are against me, against your helper.
10
Where now is your king, to save you in all your cities?
Where are all your rulers-- those of whom you said, "Give me a king and
princes"?
11
I gave you a king in my anger,
and I took him away in my wrath.
12
The iniquity of Ephraim is bound up; his sin is kept in store.
13
The pangs of childbirth come for him,
but he is an unwise son,
for at the right time he does not present himself at the
opening of the womb.
14
I shall ransom them from the power of Sheol;
I shall redeem them from Death.
O Death, where are your plagues?
O Sheol, where is your sting?
Compassion is hidden from my eyes.
15
Though he may flourish among his brothers,
the east wind,
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the wind of the LORD, shall come, rising from the wilderness, and
his fountain shall dry up;
his spring shall be parched;
it shall strip his treasury of every precious thing.
16
Samaria shall bear her guilt,
because she has rebelled against her God;
they shall fall by the sword;
their little ones shall be dashed in pieces,
and their pregnant women ripped open.
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Hosea 14

The possibility of restoration

14:1

Return, O Israel, to the LORD your God,
for you have stumbled because of your iniquity.
2
Take with you words and return to the LORD;
say to him,
"Take away all iniquity;
accept what is good,
and we will pay with bulls the vows of our lips.
3
Assyria shall not save us;
we will not ride on horses;
and we will say no more, 'Our God,' to the work of our hands.
In you the orphan finds mercy."
4
I will heal their apostasy;
I will love them freely,
for my anger has turned from them.
5
I will be like the dew to Israel;
he shall blossom like the lily;
he shall take root like the trees of Lebanon;
6
his shoots shall spread out;
his beauty shall be like the olive, and his fragrance like Lebanon.
7
They shall return and dwell beneath my shadow;
they shall flourish like the grain;
they shall blossom like the vine;
their fame shall be like the wine of Lebanon.
8
O Ephraim, what have I to do with idols?
It is I who answer and look after you.
I am like an evergreen cypress;
from me comes your fruit.
9
Whoever is wise, let him understand these things;
whoever is discerning, let him know them;
for the ways of the LORD are right,
and the upright walk in them,
but transgressors stumble in them.
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MAPS
Prophets of Israel and Judah
c. 875–430 B.C.

Prophets had been a part of Israelite society since the days of Moses, but the complex political,
religious, and social situations of the divided monarchy made their role of communicating
God’s clear message even more pronounced. Unlike priests, prophets did not inherit their role
by birth and often were not part of the religious establishment. They arose from various parts
of Israel and Judah, with some having direct access to the king (e.g., Elijah and Elisha) and
others communicating their messages directly to the people (e.g., Amos and Nah um).
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The Near East at the Time of Hosea
c. 740 B.C.

Hosea prophesied to Israel and Judah during the decades surrounding the fall of Samaria to the
Assyrian Empire. The resurgence of this ancient empire dominated much of the politics of the
ancient Near East from the time of Jeroboam and Azariah until the empire’s demise at the end
of the seventh century B.C. Assyria would eventually engulf nearly the entire Near East from Ur
to Ararat to Egypt.
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Israel and Judah at the Time of Hosea
c. 740 B.C.

Hosea prophesied during a time of great political turbulence in Israel and Judah. The early part
of his ministry witnessed a brief period of resurgence under the reign of Jeroboam II, who
captured much of Syria for Israel. Within a couple decades, however, Israel and Syria attacked
Judah, but Assyria in turn attacked Israel and captured Galilee and Gilead. Finally, in 722 B.C.,
the Assyrians captured Samaria itself and annexed the rest of Israel’s territory into their
empire.
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